
Dear Parents, 
 It is the time of year for New Year’s resolutions and many of us make them in an attempt to improve ourselves in 
all aspects of our lives.  In education, we set goals and do everything in our power to help students achieve academic     
success and personal happiness.  I can personally assure all of our families that in this New Year we will continue to assist  
Lancaster High School students in pursuing their academic goals and achieving success in whatever their school interests 
might be.  As we begin 2018,  I would like to review some of the attempts Lancaster High School has put forth in an effort 
to accomplish these goals. 
 In the area of academics, we continue to examine options to make students more college and career ready.  We  
are in discussions with Erie Community College regarding increasing our dual enrollment possibilities for some of our     
courses.  Students would have the option to pay a reduced tuition rate and have SUNY transferrable credits upon           
successful completion of course.  The Trades Academy is providing students with more options towards choosing a         
rewarding career.  Out Techspert program is moving forward, allowing students the ability to use their affinity for        
technology to assist students and faculty on a daily basis. 
 We also are scrutinizing our college planning programs to make changes and improve, continuing to educate  
students on balance and variety.  Counselors are working to improve the way we educate our students and parents  
regarding future plans.  An example of this will be a college night on January 8th at 6:30 for the Juniors and their par-
ents; Sophomores and their parents are also encouraged to attend.  Similarly, we are examining our offerings of PSATs 
and SATs to see if any changes are needed.  For returning students, the scheduling season for next year is upon us and 
your son or daughter will be making decisions about course offerings in the coming months.  Please watch the counseling    
website for information and we implore you to be a part of your child’s future educational decisions. 
 2018 will bring more structural improvements as we see the transportation department, school store and north 
gym either renovated or moved.  Of course, there will be some inconvenience as students, staff and community share space 
with contractors.  We will continue to do our best to keep the instructional impact of these improvements to a minimum.  
The look of the building when completed, I’m sure, will make it worth all the flexibility needed. 
 Our next Parent/Principal forum is on Wednesday, January 10th at 7:00 pm in the conference room.  We welcome 
your attendance.  If unable to attend, please email the coordinators at the email listed on the Parent Information Group 
link under “Our School” with concerns. 
 I am sure you have noticed many of the fundraisers that have been carried out here at school.  As always, clubs 
and organizations demonstrate dedication and community outreach as students and advisors donate their time and energy 
to help people who are less fortunate.  In the area of music, I’m sure many of you have enjoyed hearing the band,          
orchestra, and chorus students in action during their holiday concerts.  The quality of the music at these events continues 
to be a reflection of the skill and dedication of both the students and the teachers in the Lancaster Music Program.  The 
multitude of opportunities available to students is a huge testament to this community and its undying support for           
education.  The winter sports season is off to a very successful start.  I appreciate all of the support I have seen parents and 
community members give to our student athletes.  Lancaster continues to field some of the most accomplished and         
successful sports teams in the area, demonstrated by student athletes receiving scholarship offers from prestigious         
universities. 
 The beginning of a New Year is always a time to reflect and set goals.  However, it is also time to appreciate what 
we know to be good and positive.  On behalf of the staff, I would like to wish all of our families a wonderful New Year. 
Sincerely, 
 
Cesar Marchioli 
Principal 
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Foreign Language Department News  

TWO NEW PROGRAMS FROM THE LOTE DEPARTMENT 
 
 As a LOTE teacher I feel very privileged and proud to report on the many exciting developments taking 
place in the LOTE (Languages Other Than English) department recently.  Last year the department decided 
to take on the challenge of providing our seniors the opportunity of earning a Seal of Biliteracy from the state 
of New York.  This seal is a recognition from the state of a student’s proficiency in a language other than his/
her native one.  The LOTE department, together with the English and Counseling departments came together 
to discuss how to create an evaluation process.  After several meetings we established guidelines for         
students interested in earning this prestigious award.  It was very important to us to develop a series of tasks 
that would be rigorous and meaningful and that only the most proficient and committed students would be 
able to complete adequately in order to earn the award. 
 
 The students who applied and created projects for the 2017 seal presented not only in Spanish and 
French (2 of the languages offered at LHS) but also in Greek and Ukrainian.  The seal is available for LOTE 
students, students who are native or heritage speakers of any language as well as foreign students who wish 
to demonstrate their proficiency in English.  These students would be able to create and present projects in  
English. 
 
 All who applied were assigned a mentor from the LOTE department whose job was to guide the     
candidates through each step of the process.  The mentors, however, were prohibited from proof-reading their 
mentee’s work.  Their sole purpose was to make sure that the students were following the guidelines and to 
offer advice abut what they might choose to do as a project and how they might execute it. 
 
 After several meetings our committee settled on a three-step process following the application.  For 
the first step the students had to read a story or news items in the target language and produce a report also 
in the target language.  For step two they had to produce a 10 minute video in which they interacted with a 
native speaker.  The guidelines required that this presentation be as natural as possible and include         
spontaneous follow-up questions from the candidates. 
 
 The final stage was the most challenging.  For this test, the students had to make a 10-minute    
presentation before a panel of LOTE and English teachers, again in the target language on a topic of his or 
her choice.  Following the presentations a reception was held for the students, their parents, administrators 
and the members of the panel.  All students who made it to the final test of their fluency passed and were 
granted the Seal of Biliteracy.  It was indeed a proud moment for all who were in attendance!  All of the      
students who earned the seal had worked very hard, produced outstanding projects and really demonstrated 
their proficiency in a language other than English and an ability to use it in a natural situation. 
 
 Given that this is a new initiative which is only a couple of years old, Lancaster is one of a handful of 
area schools that are offering this award.  We expect that other schools will be participating in the future,    
especially  considering the success of our program.  In the event that any other school would be interested in 
seeking guidance from us about how to include a seal of bliteracy award in their repertoire, we would be more 
than happy to provide it.  All of those who worked so hard to develop this program were very pleased with the 
outcome. 
 
 The results of our efforts last year were so satisfactory that we decided to offer the seal of biliteracy 
this year.  We again had an overwhelming response from the students, ten of whom decided to go through the        
process.  This year we will be evaluating projects in Spanish, French, German, Ukrainian, Croatian and  
Vietnamese.  Those presenting in languages other than Spanish, French or German are evaluated by     
members of the community who are fluent speakers of these other languages. 
 
         (continued on next page) 
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 For their efforts the students who successfully complete the program receive the official NYS 
Seal of Biliteracy on their diplomas, a beautifully embossed medal that they can proudly wear at 
graduation, a certificate of achievement as well as being able to mention this valuable recognition in their 
resumes when they apply to universities or for jobs.  In addition to the recognition, the students that    
participated, greatly improved their skill level and confidence in using their second language. 
 
 The LOTE department has been very busy with another exciting initiative called the World  
Language Connection Program.  We have developed and are offering new courses, which will begin 
next year in September.  There will be courses offered for all high school students such as a Hispanic  
Literature course, Cultural Awareness and Competency and World Tourism.  The latter two will be taught 
in English and the curricula will be geared toward applying practical and experiential learning to every- 
day life, particularly in the business, hospitality, leadership, and travel fields.  In addition, there will be 
beginning level courses in Spanish, French and German for students who always wanted to try another 
language.  All of these courses are designed to make students more marketable in the career fields 
that they may choose. 
 
 Students who join this program will earn 7 LOTE credits by the time they graduate.  The program 
may also include a study abroad, which would be worth a 1/2 credit in addition to the general education 
credits accrued during such an experience.  A minimum of 50 verified instructional hours would be  
necessary but even more credits could be awarded depending on the length of study abroad and/or 
instructional hours. 
 
 Participation in this program will enable students to become more linguistically and culturally   
literate, which they will be able to apply to any career.  They will be able to create a more attractive 
college application by being able to show that they have continued taking LOTE classes until their senior 
year.  By taking these courses they will be able to continue studying subjects they love and to which they 
have dedicated a lot of time and effort. 
 
 The LOTE department at Lancaster keeps searching for ways to offer our students the opportuni-
ty to continue their study of Foreign Language by creating courses  which are interesting and that offer a 
real world application.  We are also searching for ways to give our most motivated and hard-working   
students the recognition that they so richly deserve 
 
 
  
—Submitted by Mr. James Lyons, Spanish Teacher at Lancaster High School 
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Sra. Aungst’s Adventures in Spain 

 
 Ms. Caroline Aungst, Spanish teacher at Lancaster High School, spent a month in Spain 
this past summer on Scholarship to the University of Granada.  This scholarship was awarded 
by the AATSP (American Association of Teachers of Spanish and Portuguese) and the Embassy 
of Spain.  Ms. Aungst completed 60 classroom hours of graduate coursework that included   
pedagogy, culture, syntax and literature.  The three-week program also included obligatory  
excursions to LaAlhambra, El Albaicin, La Catedral de Granada y la Capilla Real, burial 
place of King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella and La Abadia de Sacromonte, as well as a Fle-
menco workshop and historical tour of Granada.   
 Upon arrival to Spain, Ms. Aungst traveled by bus from Madrid to Salamanca to meet 
with friends and explore a study abroad program for students.  While in Salamanca she enjoyed 
taking a workshop in the bullring of Salamanca from a matador, learning to make paella from 
the head chef of a culinary institute, and being serenaded by la Tuna, a traditional group of 

  
 
        My rental car (Fiat 500)                   View from the car window                    Paella 

 
minstrels dressed in medieval garb.  Ms. Aungst then rented a car and drove about 10 hours 
from Salamanca in the northwest of Spain to Granada to experience the Spanish countryside 
before classes began. 
 After her second week of classes and excursions, Ms. Aungst rented a car and drove 
about 2 hours from Granada to Almeria on Spain’s southern coastline and swam in the       
Mediterranean Sea.  At the end of the program at the University of Granada, Ms. Aungst took    
a bus to the Malaga airport and flew to the very north of Spain to Santander, which was        
celebrating its “Feria” that week.  Ms. Aungst was able to get an inexpensive Air-bnb room 
close to the city center.  She spent a day at El Palacio de la Magdalena, former summer         
residence of Spain’s royal family with miles of beaches on the Cantabrian Sea in which she   
also swam, and enjoyed a music festival there, as well as a tour of the palace.  During Feria 
week there were celebrations in the street and many cultural events. 
                    (continued on next page) 
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 Ms. Aungst was invited to attend a bullfight with a group of locals whom she befriended.  She then ar-
ranged a ride share from Santander to Bilbao and spent the day at the wonderful 
Guggenheim Museum.  After four nights in Santander, Ms. Aungst flew from Santander to Madrid and headed 
back home. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Abadía (Abbey) de Sacromonte (Granada)            The beach at Almería on the Mediterranean  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 Bullfighting Lesson from a Matador   (Salamanca)  
 
  It was a wonderful adventure full of intellectural and 
cultural pursuits that are unforgettable and unique.  It should  
be said that have a good working knowledge of Spanish not only made the trip easier and more interesting, but 
also opened up countless opportunities to spend time and having meaningful   conversations with Spaniards all 
across the country. 
 You, too, could enjoy such adventures!  Study your vocab and practice aloud!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Entering La Alhambra                                Views of Granada from the top of La Alhambra 
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WORLD LANGUAGE HONOR SOCIETIES’ INDUCTIONS 
 

 On Wednesday, March 21, 2018 the French, German and Spanish Honor Societies 
of Lancaster High School will induct new members into their respective Honor Societies.  
These are national organizations that honor only the best students in their world language 
studies.  In order to qualify for nomination students must maintain an average of 90 or 
above for six consecutive quarters, demonstrate a passion for the language, participate     
actively in their foreign language classes, and have the recommendation of their current 
world language teacher. 
 
  Honor Society members who are seniors and who have maintained a constant    
average of 90% or better in their foreign language studies throughout high school and 
have been active and involved members in their honor society are also recognized for 
their outstanding achievements at the ceremony.  These students will receive the Medal of 
Honor from their respective honor societies which they will wear on their robes at the 
graduation ceremony in June.   
 
  We are proud of the accomplishments of all of our students in our world 
language classes, and are pleased to honor those who demonstrate excellence in their 
studies and dedication to promoting and embracing a world vision. 
  . 
 
 
Submitted by Ms. Caroline Aungst—Advisor, Sociedad Honoraria Hispanica 
 
 
 
   
 

 
 



 
 





 



Family & Consumer Science Department News 

STUDENT RECOGNITION 
 
The FACS Department here at Lancaster High School is honored to share ‘Student 
of the Month’ award recipients for the year thus far.  They are: 

September - Angelina Rivera 
    October       - Elise Marcussen 
    November   - David Hoyden 
    December   -           Sabrina Pizzarelli    
  Congratulations to all of these very hard working students. 

    

      Academy of Hospitality and Tourism Officers Announced 
 
     The Academy of Hospitality and Tourism officers for the 2017-2018 
       school year are: 
 
       President:  Kate Urkewich 
      Vice President:  Danielle Wilkie 
      Secretary:  Melissa Hyde 
      Treasurer:  Morgan Gammel 
    
    Thank you all for your dedication and service to the academy!  

 
             Welcome Mr. Dohoney!  

 
 Please join us in welcoming Mr. Sean Dohoney to the Lancaster High School Family 
and Consumer Science department! 
 
 Mr. Dohoney earned a Bachelor’s degree from the University at Buffalo, and continued 
on to earn his Master’s degree from Buffalo State College.  He comes to us with many years of 
experience, having spent the last two school years teaching 7th grade Home and Careers at 
Lancaster Middle School.  Prior to that, he was part of the Tonawanda Middle School faculty, 
where he served as their Home and Careers teacher for 15 years.  When he’s not teaching, 
Mr. Dohoney says he really enjoys traveling, citing Costa Rica as his favorite travel  
destination thus far. 
 
 We are excited to see our department grow at the high school, and are eager to offer 
more opportunities for student participation in our courses as a result. 



Family & Consumer Science Dept. News  cont. 

 
 

 
 

 
Thinking Ahead For the 2018-2019 School Year? 

Why Not Try A Course In Family and Consumer Science! 
 

 Family and Consumer Science prepares individuals for personal and family life as they 
merge the challenges of living and working in a diverse, global society.  Abundant opportunities 
are provided for students to develop the knowledge, skill, attitude, and behaviors for: 
         __   Promoting optimal nutrition and wellness 
                    —  Developing culinary skills, expressing creativity, and practicing food preparation 
                    —  Exploring diverse cultures and their cuisine 
                                 **FACS courses, including Food & Nutrition, Fitness & Food,  
                                    and Food & Culture, Advanced foods and Event Planning** 

Attention Freshmen: 
Consider The Academy of Hospitality and Tourism!! 

 
 Lancaster High School offers an academy devoted to the powerful and booming industry of  
hospitality and tourism.  This three-year curriculum enhances a student’s core subjects with a      
concentration in hospitality to include hotel administration, restaurant management, culinary arts, 
event planning and tourism. 
 
 Major benefits of the Lancaster High School AOHT: 
 
                —  Partnership with the Russell J Salvatore School of Hospitality at Trocaire College     
                              where AOHT students take three college level courses during their Junior and            
                               Senior years.    
                   —  Industry experience/Disney trip to participate in their YES program (Youth Education 
                              Series) 
                   —  Leadership and event planning opportunities within LHS and the Lancaster 
        community. 
                   —  Familiarization tours to help students explore career choices in the hospitality and 
                               tourism industry. 

      The Academy application process begins in January 2018. 
Please contact Miss Wilson in Room #217 at LHS, (email        
address is kwilson@lancasterschools.org), or plan on attending 
the  Academy Information Night for more details. 





NEWS FROM THE NURSE’S OFFICE 
   
  

Students interested in playing sports next year MUST have a current  physical .   
Physicals can be done by your own physician or by the school doctor.  The student will not be      
eligible to participate in the sports program if he or she has not received the required physical.  A 
copy of the physical on the LCSD Health Appraisal Form must be in the Health Office before 
any student will be allowed to try out. 
 
10th Grade Mandated Physicals —  All 9th grade students MUST have a physical done as 
the grade 10 New York State mandated physical. 
 
Physicals are also offered to students who want to obtain working papers. 
Applicants must have a physical within one year of the application. 
 
****If you wish to have your child get a physical for sports, working             
papers, or the mandated 10th grade physical, please call the 
Health Office at 686-3266 or 686-3343 or email (see below) 
to make an appointment starting Monday, March 26 
through Friday, April 20.  No student will be scheduled for 
these physicals unless we hear from you, the parent/
guardian. 
 
 
SIGN-UPS FOR SPRING SPORTS ONLINE 
 
 Sign-ups for spring sports will be done online Thursday, January 25 and running 
through Thursday, February 1.  Please sign up and print the consent form during this 
timeframe.  The site will be closed after February 1. 
. After the site closes you will not be able to sign up or print the consent form. 
 Consent forms can be turned into the nurse’s office during the school day between Thursday, 
January 25 and Monday, February 5.  MONDAY, FEBRUARY 5 is the last day you can turn in 
the consent form.  The athlete must personally turn in the consent form.  At that time a medical 
interview will be given. 
 All athletes must have a current physical (within one year of the season).  We do accept a  
physical by your own physician.  This information needs to be on file in the Health Office by Monday, 
February 26.  If we do not have the paperwork in the health office by that date, there may be a delay 
for the athlete to start. 
 Physicals for spring sports will be done by the school physician on Thursday, March 1.  If you 
want your son or daughter to get their physical done by the school physician, you must call or email 
the health office by Friday, February 9. 
 

 
 lceppaglia@lancasterschools.org               or         lpalma@lancasterschools.org 

 
If there are any questions, please call the Nurse’s Office at 686-3266or 686-3343. 
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ACADEMY INFORMATION NIGHT 
 

For current 9th graders and their families 
 

Monday—January 30 
6:30 PM  in Auditorium 

8TH Grade Information 
Program 

Thursday, January 11 
6:30-9:00 pm 

LHS Happenings 

 

Cap & Gown measurements 
Thursday,  February 8 
Friday, February 9   

8:30‐1:30 
In Junior Hall 

 
 
 
FEBRUARY 15, 16 & 17 

7:30 PM—Sat.—1:00 & 7:30 

Winter Recess 
February 19 

through 
February 23 

	
Arts Academy 

Soph./Jr. 
Recital & Art 

Show 
Tuesday, 

January 16 
6:30-9:30 PM 

AUD 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day 

 
No Classes 

 
Monday, January 15 







 
 

 
















